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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To permit automatic selection of tools by previously memorizing the 

share-point width of each groove cutting tool and selecting the tool having the max. 
share-point width among the tools having the share-point width less than the max. groove 
width among the groove parts having a specified part shape. 

CONSTITUTION: For each tool, a memory 201 having tool No., the designation of the 
working process in which the tool is used, the shape data of the tool, and the tool 
installation data memorized is provided. When groove cutting as working process is input, 
a CPU203 checks-up the shape of the part which is input and lists-up all the groove parts, 
and the number M or grooves is obtained. Then, the groove width Wi larger in the i-th 
order is obtained among all the groove parts, and the tool having the share-point width 
WNj larger in the i-th order among the tool used in groove cutting work is selected. The 
effective groove width W and the share-point width WNj in consideration of the finishing 
part in the above-described groove width Wi are compared, and when W>WNj, the 
above-described tool is selected as the working tool for the groove part having the groove 
width larger in the i-th order. 
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